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April 2013 Vol 5, Issue 2

St. Peter's Parish Alumni Newsletter

 
 

Archive Photo

In honor of the Class of 1973 and the crew that is gearing up for their 40th reunion this year,
here is their 8th grade composite.  (See below for info on the upcoming reunion.)
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Alumni Updates��
�$�O�O���&�O�D�V�V���5�H�X�Q�L�R�Q��������������
Back in 2009, alumna Bebe Geisel Harrington '81 organized a terrific all-class reunion on the
occasion of our school's 80th birthday. So many people have commented on it and asked for
more, that we have decided to hold one every five years. So, mark your calendars and plan to
join us on �6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\�����-�X�Q�H���������������� for our 85th birthday. Any classes that will be celebrating a
reunion that year might consider choosing that same weekend for a Friday evening or
Saturday-day gathering. Let us handle your Saturday evening festivities. Contact Bebe if you'd
like to help her plan the party.
��

All-Class Reunion, 2009

 

mailto:Bebeharrington66@gmail.com
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�$���9�L�V�L�W���I�U�R�P���0�D�U�\���%�H�W�W�\���%�D�K�O���* �U�H�H�Q���
����
Mary Betty Bahl Green '34 and her daughter Mary Beth
Green '61 were in Kansas City for a number of family
functions, and they stopped by to say "hello." Their timing
was perfect: we were having our monthly (fabulous) Senior
Luncheon on one of the days they were here, so they
stopped by for a bite. It was no surprise that they both new
most of the people in the room and were related to quite a
few as well. Here's a photo of Mary Betty with her cousin,
Mary Kay VandenBoom, and our pastor, Father Steve Cook.

 
�. �D�Q�V�D�V���&�L�W�\�
�V���&�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q�V���R�I���%�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V
A. L. Huber General Contractor has been named one of Kansas City's Champions of Business
by the Kansas City Business Journal. Each year for the past seven years the KCBJ has
honored 15 top companies, citing their industry leadership, innovation and community
involvement. Augie '61, Joe '63 and Randy '67 are all active in this award-winning Kansas City
company. We send our congratulations to all at A.L. Huber General Contractor. Huber will be
�R�X�U general contractor for the installation of our new school elevator this summer.
 
�&�O�D�V�V���R�I���������������������W�K���5�H�X�Q�L�R�Q
Class rep Dan Cosgrove and his merry band of party planners are hard at work on a 40th
reunion gathering for this fall. At this writing no date has been set, but the planning promises to
be as much fun as the party. Contact Dan for updates or to volunteer.
 
�&�O�D�V�V���R�I�����������������&�R�Q�W�D�F�W���,�Q�I�R���1�H�H�G�H�G
Alumnus Don Brain has signed on to be the class rep for St. Peter's Class of 1968. His contact
information is here and below (Class Reps). This is one of those classes where we have only a
handful of addresses and fewer emails. If you have a sibling or friend from the class of '68,
please forward this to them or have them contact Don. It won't be long before they'll be planning
their 50th reunion!   
  
�&�H�U�D�P�L�F�V���$�Z�D�U�G

 
St. Peter's alumna Keara Miller '09 received a National Gold Key
Scholarship Art Award for her ceramic sculpture (pictured at left).
She will be recognized for this achievement in May at an event at
Carnegie Hall, in New York. 
 
 
 

 
�6�W�����3�H�W�H�U�
�V���$�O�X�P�Q�L���,�Q�G�X�F�W�H�G���,�Q�W�R���1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���+�R�Q�R�U���6�R�F�L�H�W�\
Twelve St. Peter's grads (class of 2010) were inducted in the National Honor Society this year:
 
Josh Concannon (son of Patrick Concannon '80)
Emily Cosgrove
Katie Hornbeck 
Jack McHugh
Austin Meyer
Sam Moore
Jackson Pedersen

mailto:Dan@jimcosgrove.com
mailto:dbrain@kc.rr.com
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Kennedy Reller
Katie Hornbeck
Lobby Torres
Matthew Watz (son of Amy Bauer Watz '73) 
Ryan Zidar
 

Congratulations to all!
 
 

�$�O�X�P�Q�D���5�H�F�H�L�Y�H�V���3�K�R�W�R���$�Z�D�U�G����
Bailey Whitehead '10 was awarded second place out of 480 entries at Avila College's
annual High School Invitational Art Show, for her photograph, "Hands." The top three awards
in the exhibit receive a renewable $2,000 scholarship to Avila's Art and Design Program. 

"Hands" by Bailey Whitehead '10

  

 
�6�S�R�U�W�V���$�F�K�L�H�Y�H�P�H�Q�W
Parishioner and St. Peter's alumna, Rose Hutchison, St. Teresa's Academy junior, was chosen
for the All-Metro Missouri Girls Swim Team. She swam to seventh place in the 200-yard
freestyle at state (1:55.51), the top finish among area competitors. She also snagged seventh
in the 100 freestyle (53.35). Way to go, Rose!   
 
�1�H�Z�V���R�I���6�W�����3�H�W�H�U�
�V���$�O�X�P�V
We're always looking for news and updates on our alumni - do you know of someone who has
an interesting story or has recently received some special recognition? Email Karen Conley
and we'll include in a future newsletter. Thanks!

What's Up at School?

�1�H�Z���3�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O���I�R�U���6�W�����3�H�W�H�U�
�V
Earlier this spring our principal, Ms. Janet Spallo, announced that she would be
returning to the classroom, her passion and first love. Following her
announcement a search committee was formed and a new principal was
announced on April 19. Mrs. Mary Omecene will be our new principal. Mrs.
Omecene is a graduate of the St. Joseph, Missouri Catholic schools and
received her Masters Degree from St. Mary College. She has served the
Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph as a Catholic educator for over 35 years,
including as Principal of St. Charles Catholic School since 1993. Mrs. Omecene

and her family belong to Holy Family Parish. Watch for more information about Mary as she
comes on board this summer.

mailto:kconley@stpeterskc.org
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Mr. Bob Jacobsen with 
Sue and John Leisman.

  
 

�0�R�U�H���$�Z�D�U�G�V���I�R�U���0�U�����-�D�F�R�E�V�H�Q  

Mr. Bob Jacobsen, St. Peter's School junior high science teacher, was among 11 teachers in
Kansas City recognized by Rockhurst High Sc hool. Rockhurst has
begun an annual tradition of honoring excellent middle school and and
grade school teachers with the St. Ignatius Loyola Award for
Excellence in Teaching. What makes this even more special is that
these awards are given based on essays that Rockhurst freshmen
wrote. The students were asked to write about the teacher who has
influenced them most in their life. St. Peter's alumnus John Leisman
'12 chose to write about Mr. Jacobsen. Congratulations to both Mr.
Jacobsen and John. There's a brief video of the award ceremony on
our facebook page.
  
 
 

Meanwhile, 8th grade science students 
dissected frogs with their 3rd grade buddies.

   

���W�K���* �U�D�G�H���* �U�D�G�X�D�W�L�R�Q
In just two weeks we will graduate another class of eighth graders. They will head out to area
high schools, and we know they will represent St. Peter's well. We will recap awards and
scholarships in our July newsletter, but today can celebrate our "legacy grads" - children whose
parents (or grandparents!) also attended St. Peter's School.
 
Gabe Andersson, son of Mary Beth Rice Andersson '79
Jerry Concannon, son of Patrick Concannon '80
Patrick Cussen, son of Kathleen Runyan Cussen '86
Jack Flynn, grandson of Kay Muehlschuster Burke '47
Hannah Murphy, daughter of Maria LaTona Murphy '86
 
We congratulate all our 8th graders and will miss them.
 

�6�F�L�H�Q�F�H���9�L�G�H�R�V���2�Q���/ �L�Q�H
This year, for the second year in a row, students who competed in the City Science Fair were
given the opportunity to enter a video in a contest sponsored by Science Pioneers. Two St.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001QRLXn-gwGt7fMjuksf_21WfIYGIR7ktnBa7R4KsvOec1HkHNOSE2_lJNIu0UVAGf3QEfxM8w4u6pWOXepjg1Rbt2hIKul_LuFGonXuVEDzsIhp2_ferBsZ18u8h2bOqDC_0YmRlJG1o=
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Advisory Board: Fr. Steve Cook, Jim
Betterman, Patrick Concannon '80,

Katheigh Degen, Ryan Duffy, 
Phil Hanson and Virginia Bagby. 

Not pictured: Karen Conley.

Peter's School 7th-graders, Faith Palausky and Ruby Rios did just that. Faith's video is titled
"Science 2013" and is quite beautiful. Ruby's video, titled "Science in 60 Seconds" won top
prize and will be featured on the Royal's Jumbo-tron during their June 10  home game.
Congratulations to both girls. Their videos are available on YouTube. Check them out through
the links below:
 

Faith's Video
Ruby's Video

 
 

[There's all kinds of sports news from school, too. Watch our July e-newsletter for information
about all our champions this past season.]

�: �K�D�W�
�V���8�S���D�W���W�K�H���3�D�U�L�V�K�"
�( �Q�G�R�Z�P�H�Q�W��
After more than two years of planning, St. Peter's has 
created a parish endowment whose purpose is to provide
financial security for our parish and school for years to
come. Our new Board of Advisors met in April to sign the
documents, and we have made an initial deposit of $30,500.
Among the things that compelled us to create an
endowment was a $20,000 bequest from the estate of
Thomas R. McGee '40 in 2010. Our board will be looking for
ways to educate our parishioners and supporters about the
power of memorial gifts, bequests, and other financial
instruments. As St. Peter's Parish approaches its 90th
birthday, our goal is to make sure we are strong and vibrant
for another 90 years. 
 
 

�( �D�V�W�H�U���6�Q�R�Z���6�F�X�O�S�W�X�U�H
 
 
We thought you'd enjoy this photo of a snow sculpture created by
parishioner and staff member Gus Heise. Gus and his children
made an amazing snow fort earlier in the winter, which was so
special it made it on the local news. But our pre-Easter snow
storm provided Gus with a new opportunity - and he made the
most of it. Wouldn't you agree?
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

��
�6�W�����-�R�V�H�S�K���7�D�E�O�H
It's hard to capture in words what an enormous success our first St. Joseph Table was. The
event was organized by parishioner Stefani Brancato and alumna Rita Hiebl Berry '70, and
elicited fabulously generous support from friends, parishioners and people throughout Kansas
City's Italian-American community. We served over 500 spaghetti dinners, sold hundreds of
cookies and dozens of fresh cannoli. Chef JJ Mirable did a cooking demonstration and The Five

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001QRLXn-gwGt7fMjuksf_21WfIYGIR7ktnBa7R4KsvOec1HkHNOSE2_lJNIu0UVAGf3QEfxM8w4u6pWOXepjg1RVnJC5w1RiH6dD64m21zZNBXPd7id-X6rOmxkdoX8Qqym1u0ztOzOY0bFtzupwzifQi0TYrYpYcFfYGHhbFB3NdC0OzVO86k-a3sLF78t9WZ5L3FBsiursQ=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001QRLXn-gwGt7fMjuksf_21WfIYGIR7ktnBa7R4KsvOec1HkHNOSE2_lJNIu0UVAGf3QEfxM8w4u6pWOXepjg1RVnJC5w1RiH6dD64m21zZNBXPd7id-X6rOmxkdoX8QqyfssQqEXA05N8dcjKxFqc9A==
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Gumbas entertained the crowd. You can tell from the photos how beautiful and truly traditional
our table was. The event earned $5,000 for our elevator fund, and over $700 for our food pantry.
The group is already looking forward to our 2014 St. Joseph Table.

Our St. Joseph Table 2013

 
 
�)�X�Q�G�U�D�L�V�H�U���R�Q���)�H�E�U�X�D�U�\����
We couldn't resist the opportunity to share with you this composite Paula Holmquist made from
photos taken on the Photo Bus at our February 2 fundraiser for the elevator. How many can you
identify?
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Parish Picnic 2012  
in the Swope Park Bandstand.

 
 
FYII: There's always news about St. Peter's on our parish facebook page. Paula Holmquist,
parishioner and parish communications director is doing a great job of posting photos and info
about what's happening in the parish and school. If you're a facebook user, we encourage you
to "like" us, and enjoy the ongoing parish news.

�<�R�X�
�U�H���,�Q�Y�L�W�H�G

�3�D�U�L�V�K���3�L�F�Q�L�F
�6�X�Q�G�D�\�����-�X�Q�H������
���������������������������S���P��
We are planning another wonderful
afternoon of summer fun at Swope Park.
We would welcome local alums and any
who might just happen to be in town that
weekend. Hot dogs and burgers are
provided; all are asked to bring a dish to
share. Last year we reserved the beautiful
Swope Park Bandstand pavilion, and it
was terrific; so we reserved it again!
Please joins us if you can.
  
��
��
��
��
�6�W�����3�H�W�H�U�
�V���* �R�H�V���W�R���,�W�D�O�\��

We are planning an 11-day trip to Rome and
Tuscany this October. We will be joining Collette
Vacation's "Discover Tuscany" tour from October 8 -
18. The last day of the tour will be all ours - an extra
day in Rome. Our pastor, Father Steve Cook, lived in
Rome for five years while in the seminary, so will be
our special "insider" on the trip. Check out the on-line
brochure. We would love to have some alumni come
along. We have 19 people already signed up and
would love to grow our group. It should be great fun
and we would welcome our alumni along on the trip.
Contact Karen Conley for more information.

 
 

�0�H�P�R�U�\

We remember in our prayers those who have recently died:
  
Robert Bruce, class of 1952.  Bob's sister and brother also went through St. Peter's school:
Jeannine Bruce King '50 and Reverend Terry Bruce '55. Bob's obituary is available on line.  
 
Joe Fleming, class of 1961. Joe went through St. Peter's with seven brothers and sisters:
Mary Fleming Vannice '63,  Kathleen Fleming Barry '65; Mike Fleming '66, Maureen Fleming
Ingham '68, Sharon Fleming Kennedy '71, Martha Fleming '74, Marty Fleming '75. We had the

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001QRLXn-gwGt7fMjuksf_21WfIYGIR7ktnBa7R4KsvOec1HkHNOSE2_lJNIu0UVAGf3QEfxM8w4u6pWOXepjg1Rbt2hIKul_LuFGonXuVEDzsIhp2_ferBsZ18u8h2bOqDC_0YmRlJG1o=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001QRLXn-gwGt7fMjuksf_21WfIYGIR7ktnBa7R4KsvOec1HkHNOSE2_lJNIu0UVAGf3QEfxM8w4u6pWOXepjg1RRCsZ49ci6KovNUQfGgBtWpKBKOxd3oa4xUdmitI5CltPCJMLqsT4X80gVJphFnYjw==
mailto:kconley@stpeterskc.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001QRLXn-gwGt7fMjuksf_21WfIYGIR7ktnBa7R4KsvOec1HkHNOSE2_lJNIu0UVAGf3QEfxM8w4u6pWOXepjg1RREp6N0BbXdSak3KmuqYztqyECXk2iMtJyRg4tDVH-YrLY67jFSVBqZ4ieBYD2QtFkPCpgb2bhvDwfUmmX1MmiOw-AuXWbpLK1CpkOY-413Dgafk5pr8OCxmPNDBZoLssaGWAxCh4_i8yRHqcCniz-wZmeHuEn0u3L8pEOH_2kAgrARFTFsS2m9XgeLZqiIp9g==
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privilege of holding Joe's visitation and funeral here at St. Peter's. Joe's obituary is available on
line.
 
Tod Haren, husband of Natalie Sherwood Haren '45. Tod's obituary is available on line.
 
Tim Johnson, father of Ian '05 and Elyse '10. Tim's obituary is available on line.
 
Julia Mary Ledell (formerly Slaven), mother of Sarah Slaven Lemmond '05. Julia's obituary is
available online. 
 
Doug Law, father of Katie '10 and Conor '12. Doug's obituary is available on line.
 

Cecelia Bradley Wagner, class of 1942. Cele had numerous connections to St. Peter's
throughout her life. She was the former wife of Vincent Wagner '39. Her brother Harold Bradley,
SJ '39, and sister Catherine Bradley McQueeny '40 graduated from St. Peter's. Three of Cele's
grandchildren also attended St. Peter's school: Vince '00, Theresa '03 and Nathan. Cele's
obituary is available on line. She is survived by her brother Frank Bradley.
 

Class Reps��
We continue to build our ranks of Class Reps. Our goal is to have a rep for each class who can
help us keep our information up to date, and let us know of recent alumni achievements and
milestones. If you would like to be a rep for your class, please email us!

���������������9�L�Q�F�H���6�R�H�E�E�L�Q�J��
���������������0�D�U�J�D�\���*�U�H�H�Q���: �H�O�F�K
���������������.�D�W�L�H���0�F�*�R�Q�L�J�O�H���' �D�Q�L�H�O�V���D�Q�G���' �D�Y�H���$�Q�G�H�U�V�R�Q
���������������1�D�Q�F�\���6�F�K�L�H�E�H�U���' �D�Q�Q�K�D�X�V�H�U
���������������-�L�P���&�D�O�O�D�K�D�Q
���������������-�R�K�Q���0�F�&�D�U�W�K�\
���������������.�D�W�K�O�H�H�Q���)�O�H�P�L�Q�J���%�D�U�U�\
���������������0�L�N�H���+�R�H�I�H�U
���������������' �R�Q���%�U�D�L�Q
���������������0�D�U�N���)�L�W�]�S�D�W�U�L�F�N
���������������0�D�U�\���+�H�V�L�R�Q���0�F�&�D�O�O�D
���������������-�D�\���5�H�D�U�G�R�Q���D�Q�G���0�D�U�N���7�D�P�D�V�L
���������������' �D�Q���&�R�V�J�U�R�Y�H
���������������*�L�Q�D���7�D�P�D�V�L
���������������0�D�U�\���%�H�W�K���5�L�F�H���$�Q�G�H�U�V�V�R�Q
���������������(�O�O�H�Q���.�H�O�O�\���' �D�O�H�\
���������������.�D�U�H�Q���0�F�6�K�D�Q�H
���������������%�U�L�G�J�H�W���+�H�L�O�L���)�L�W�]�J�H�U�D�O�G
���������������$�Q�G�U�H�D���: �D�\�V���1�H�Z�P�D�Q
���������������0�D�U�\���2�
�0�H�D�U�D���+�H�O�O�L�Q�J�V
���������������-�H�Q�Q�L�I�H�U���0�F�$�G�D�P��
���������������$�Q�Q�D���6�D�Y�L�D�Q�R
���������������0�H�D�J�K�D�Q���+�H�D�O�\���&�L�V�Q�H�U�R�V���D�Q�G���*�Z�H�Q���0�F�*�D�X�J�K�H�\���+�R�H�I�H�U
���������������7�U�D�F�\���+�D�G�H�Q

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001QRLXn-gwGt7fMjuksf_21WfIYGIR7ktnBa7R4KsvOec1HkHNOSE2_lJNIu0UVAGf3QEfxM8w4u6pWOXepjg1RREp6N0BbXdSak3KmuqYztqyECXk2iMtJyRg4tDVH-YrT1Gmm6edpYWp0j60LZEYYaFFlF1XNrhin5mGORhzGyKL9ihf-EQ88PFdKFheO_ZDN7IqM3LKlrhEbzE-GnwWuF3xtyYrqw3wdf-PonDBbd4ULDoaRBlEJeWaSqtqG8_j
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001QRLXn-gwGt7fMjuksf_21WfIYGIR7ktnBa7R4KsvOec1HkHNOSE2_lJNIu0UVAGf3QEfxM8w4u6pWOXepjg1RREp6N0BbXdSak3KmuqYztqyECXk2iMtJyRg4tDVH-YrT1Gmm6edpYWp0j60LZEYYfpZny7pod0mwGCL3Xui-_mZ0dUNKuAQhlBadQ2C_xjp6CWQJ2SeGD2o_gAya3oTYrsKUjr4_ffs
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001QRLXn-gwGt7fMjuksf_21WfIYGIR7ktnBa7R4KsvOec1HkHNOSE2_lJNIu0UVAGf3QEfxM8w4u6pWOXepjg1RREp6N0BbXdSak3KmuqYztqyECXk2iMtJyRg4tDVH-YrT1Gmm6edpYWp0j60LZEYYaFFlF1XNrhin5mGORhzGyIWJXydCke5C9jtyPvG4I068UYnzf_dzEbZ_cYhOM_K5AbDghQo-MNbli9Y822gYGhreutgxH16UcmHKSPczpdF
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001QRLXn-gwGt7fMjuksf_21WfIYGIR7ktnBa7R4KsvOec1HkHNOSE2_lJNIu0UVAGf3QEfxM8w4u6pWOXepjg1RREp6N0BbXdSak3KmuqYztqyECXk2iMtJyRg4tDVH-YrT1Gmm6edpYWp0j60LZEYYaFFlF1XNrhin5mGORhzGyJ8lz1lJDENltxe1YdFQmzpz3Xzywlguk6oVeHudFEve67YQEkYjSdK
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001QRLXn-gwGt7fMjuksf_21WfIYGIR7ktnBa7R4KsvOec1HkHNOSE2_lJNIu0UVAGf3QEfxM8w4u6pWOXepjg1RREp6N0BbXdSak3KmuqYztqyECXk2iMtJyRg4tDVH-YrT1Gmm6edpYWp0j60LZEYYaFFlF1XNrhin5mGORhzGyJrY2kWq_bz4nX8oneyT9ofdvvNeJ3JsiXYmYRVPi10r20b2pFZEn_SJGL_0nLry-Q=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001QRLXn-gwGt7fMjuksf_21WfIYGIR7ktnBa7R4KsvOec1HkHNOSE2_lJNIu0UVAGf3QEfxM8w4u6pWOXepjg1RREp6N0BbXdSak3KmuqYztqyECXk2iMtJyRg4tDVH-YrT1Gmm6edpYWp0j60LZEYYaFFlF1XNrhin5mGORhzGyIQRWbsjdHt-qS2CqxAxFovoKwJtbyIKJ9F2eVa2d9xGvFAJtKmIjoI
mailto:vsoebbing@yahoo.com
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